PHIL/WGST 226: Feminist Theory
Essay Checklist


Please refer to the Essay Assignment Description document for detailed explanations of each element of a philosophical essay. This checklist is intended only to be a quick reference guide so that you can ensure you have included all the required elements in your essay. 


1. Introductory paragraph (approximately 10% of the length of the paper)
 Thesis is clearly stated in one sentence 
 Supporting reasons are summarized

2. Expository section (approximately 40% of the length of the paper)
 The relevant aspects of reading to which you are responding are systematically explained
 Parenthetical page citations appear at the end of every sentence in which you attribute a claim to an author (whether or not it is a quotation)

3. Critical section (approximately 40% of the length of the paper)
 Reasons are provided to support your thesis. How these reasons support your thesis is carefully explained
 At least one plausible objection to your argument is considered and thoughtfully defended against

4. Concluding paragraph (approximately 10% of the length of the paper)
 Thesis is restated
 How the supporting reasons support your thesis is summarized
 No new information, claims, or arguments appear in the conclusion

[bookmark: _GoBack]5. General
 Paper is in the proper length range (not including heading, quotations, or references)
 Paper is formatted according to the instructions provided
 Paper has been carefully proofread and edited for typos, spelling errors, incomplete sentences, incorrect punctuation, unnecessary spacing between paragraphs, etc. 
 Quotation marks are used around quotations 
 All sources referenced in the paper are listed at the end of the paper using a standard reference style

